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But were doing a better job in controlling
inflation and health care than I thought we
would a year or so ago; the whole country is.
I don’t mean just the Government; the people
in health care and the people in business are
working harder on it. We have a lot of budget
cuts that are very important and significant in
this budget, and I'm looking forward to working
with Congress to see how we can do even bet-
ter. And I think that I'm encouraged by what
they said, that they want to pay for their tax
cuts. So I think that this—when I submit the
budget, I think it'll be the beginning of a very
positive thing. I don’t have bad feelings about
it.

China

Q. What’s your reaction to China saying that
your human rights report is indiscreet and med-
dling in their own affairs?

The President. Well, that’s always been their
view, and we disagree. I mean, we believe there
are international standards for human rights.

The Human Rights Assistant Secretary is
charged by law with submitting a report every
year. All he did was fulfill his legal responsibility
to tell the truth as he saw it, and I support
what he did. I think Mr. Shattuck’s done a good
job, and I think it’s a very—it’s by far, by the
way, the most comprehensive report ever filed
by the State Department on human rights, and
it covers far more than China. China was not
singled out. We evaluated every country in every
part of the globe with any issue in this regard.
Thank you very much.

Baseball Strike

Q. How are the baseball talks going? Have
you gotten feedback?

The President. We just—we’re in it. That’s
all T can say. Not up, not down—we’re in it.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dr. Foster’s wife, St. Clair Foster.

Statement on Naming Aircraft Carriers for Presidents Truman and Reagan

February 2, 1995

Today I approved Secretary of the Navy John
Dalton’s recommendation to name CVN-75 and
CVN-76, Nimitz-class aircraft carriers currently
authorized for construction, the U.S.S. Harry
S. Truman and U.S.S. Ronald Reagan, respec-
tively. Protecting our Nation’s security—our
people, our territory, and our way of life—is
a President’s foremost constitutional duty. It is
therefore most appropriate to name two great
warships after two former Presidents who exem-
plified the ideals of patriotism, camaraderie, and
courage found in the service men and women
they led as they discharged their highest duty.

Our military today is the best equipped, best
trained, and best prepared fighting force in the
world. These two aircraft carriers represent my
pledge to ensure our security is underpinned
with military forces that are ready to fight. But
our Nation can only address this era’s dangers
and opportunities if we remain actively engaged
in the world. The two Presidents we honor today
knew that there is no security for America in
isolationism, no prosperity in protectionism.
They worked with a Congress led by the other

154

party in order to foster the broad, bipartisan
understanding and support necessary to sustain
U.S. international engagement.

As President Truman said, “We face a clear-
cut choice between two courses of action. We
can either isolate ourselves from the rest of the
world, or we can take constructive steps to build
lasting world peace.” And that is exactly the
same challenge we take up today. It is therefore
most appropriate to name CVN-75 in honor
of the President who courageously led us out
of the Second World War and prepared us to
win the peace through international engage-
ment. It was the courage and wisdom of Presi-
dent Truman’s decisions which provided the
foundation for 40 years of peace and stability
throughout the cold war.

I also find it most fitting to name CVN-76
in honor of President Ronald Reagan, an Amer-
ican leader unsurpassed in his boundless patriot-
ism and love for the Armed Forces and someone
who still inspires us with his courage and grace.
As T said in my State of the Union Address,
Ronald Reagan exhorted us to carry on until



Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Feb. 2

the twilight struggle against communism was
WOI.

It is because of their enduring contributions
in protecting our Nation’s security that we honor
these two Presidents of different parties and
different times. These two aircraft carriers will
bear their names overseas as an instrument of

power behind our determined diplomacy. Once
again, the names Truman and Reagan will lend
themselves in pursuit of our national security
in an effort to secure the peace they won during
the cold war. Together, they will join the finest
forces this Nation has ever known.

Statement on Appointments to the Commission on the Roles and
Capabilities of the United States Intelligence Community

February 2, 1995

I am announcing today appointments to the
congressionally mandated Commission on the
Roles and Capabilities of the United States In-
telligence Community. The Commission will be
chaired by the current Chairman of my Foreign
Intelligence Advisory Board, Les Aspin. Former
Senator Warren Rudman will serve as the Vice
Chairman, and I have asked General Lew Allen,
Jr., Zoe Baird, Ann Caracristi, Stephen Fried-
man, Anthony S. Harrington, Robert J. Her-
mann, and Ambassador Paul Wolfowitz to serve
as well.

These distinguished Americans will join the
eight members appointed by the leadership of
the 103d Congress. They are Tony Coelho,
David Dewhurst, Representative Norm Dicks,
Senator James Exon, former Senator Wyche
Fowler, Representative Porter Goss, General
Robert Pursley, and Senator John Warner.

Intelligence remains a critical element of our
national power and influence. For over 40 years
bipartisan support for the work performed by
U.S. intelligence has been essential to the cre-
ation of an intelligence capability that is second
to none. While the world has changed in dra-
matic ways, our need to retain the advantage

that U.S. intelligence provides our country re-
mains constant.

With the end of the cold war we must renew
and reinvigorate this bipartisan support. The
foundation for this support must begin with a
thorough assessment of the kind of intelligence
community we will need to address the security
challenges of the future. Our objective is to
strengthen U.S. intelligence, to ensure it has
the management, skills, and resources needed
to successfully pursue our national security inter-
ests through the next decade and beyond. It
is an effort to which I attach the highest per-
sonal priority.

I am confident that Les Aspin, Warren Rud-
man, and the other outstanding members of this
Commission will work cooperatively with the
leadership of the intelligence community and
the Congress to ensure continued bipartisan
support for this critical mission. And I know
that their effort will ensure the continued trust
of the American people in the outstanding and
often unheralded work performed by the men
and women of U.S. intelligence.

NoOTE: Biographies of the appointees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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